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13 AUGUST 2020

NEW CHAPTER FOR B-SIDE ON PORTLAND

b-side arts organisation says ‘arrivederci’ to it's founding Director Alan Rogers this September
and welcomes new Director Rocca Holly-Nambi to Portland.

Alan began to develop the idea of b-side in 2007 whilst he was Arts Development Officer for
Weymouth & Portland in the lead up to the 2012 Olympics.

“Who would have thought that an idea | had on a hot August afternoon in 2007 outside the
student canteen at Weymouth College, would have grown and developed into the organisation
we have become today.

b-side was born to promote contemporary, explorative art practise in Weymouth and
Portland for the Cultural Olympiad, in advance of the 2012 Sailing Events. It was named as a
result of working as a DJ. When | moved here, | saw lots of ‘A-side’ activity, but little that
presented the alternative side - it was here, but largely underground.

From 2008 on, the festival has always been produced by a partnership. However, it wasn’t
until Amanda Wallwork, Julie Penfold, Sally Watkins, Rosie Russell, Sandy Kirkby and I co-
founded b-side Multimedia Arts Festival CIC, that the foundations of the present b-side, with
its vision, mission and values really formed. Since that time, b-side has been a truly
collaborative, cooperative, shared enterprise.

And the family has just kept growing! So, to all our friends, supporters, volunteers, visitors,
artists, partners, collaborators, funders, critics, team members, directors, Portlanders,
Weymouthians and Kimberlins like me: | have learned so much from you along the way, for
which I'll remain indebted and truly grateful. It’s been quite aride!

It’s time to say goodbye to b-side and the UK. I’'m leaving to start a new chapter as an artist
and creative practitioner in Venice, Italy.”

Alan Rogers
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It's been no easy task to find a new Director for b-side who will bring the same level of
enthusiasm and commitment as Alan has over the years and build on his achievements. After
an extensive recruitment process b-side are very pleased to announce Rocca Holly-Nambi as
b-side’s new Director.

Rocca comes to b-side from the British Council’s award-winning East Africa Arts programme
where she was Head of Arts and British Council’s Director of Arts, Sub-Saharan Africa.

Rocca has extensive experience working with artists and communities she co-founded 32° East
| Ugandan Arts Trust, a centre for contemporary art in Kampala, Uganda; and KLA ART,
Kampala’s biennale public art festival and has delivered projects for Edinburgh International
Art Festival, Glasgow International Festival, and the Mela Festival of World Music and Dance.

“I am delighted to join the b-side team and can’t wait to co-create more powerful moments
and memories with, on, and beyond the unique Isle of Portland.”

Rocca Holly-Nambi
John Tizard, the Chair of b-side Board of Directors commented:

“Alan’s retirement from b-side marks a significant moment for the organisation. From coming
up with the original concept through to b-side now having an international reputation Alan
has made a fantastic contribution for well over ten years. b-side, the local community and the
arts world owe him a great deal. We wish him well in his new endeavours in Venice.

I am delighted that Rocca is joining us as our new director. Given her values, energy and
creativity, plus her leadership experience Rocca is a worthy successor to Alan. I look forward
to working with her and the b-side team as we start on the next exciting phase of our journey.

b-side’s artistic projects and impact especially its festivals are awesome, and we can be
confident that with our dedicated creative team, our friends, supporters, our funders, and now
with Rocca the next ten years can be even more amazing than the last.”
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Editors Notes

b-side is a Dorset based arts organisation working with artists, residents and young
people to make new site-responsive work revealing the marginal, often forgotten and
less commercial aspects of Dorset’s coastal towns and communities.

b-side produces the b-side biennial festival a 9 day programme of events in visual art,
text, sound and installations all in unusual places and spaces over the Isle of Portland.
The festival generates thousands of visits to the many artworks uniquely created for the
island.

The next b-side festival is 11 - 21 SEPTEMBER 2021
b-side is an Arts Council National Portfolio Organisation

Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity and culture. By
2030 we want England to be a country in which the creativity of each of us is valued and
given the chance to flourish, and where every one of us has access to a remarkable
range of high-quality cultural experiences. Between 2018 and 2022, we will invest £1.45
billion of public money from government and an estimated £860 million from the
National Lottery to help deliver this vision. www.artscouncil.org.uk

Following the Covid-19 crisis, the Arts Council has developed a £160

million emergency response package, with nearly 90% coming from the National Lottery,
for organisations and individuals needing support. Find out more
at www.artscouncil.org.uk/covidi19

Images to accompany this press release can be downloaded
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/lef6oszy_8aH7iQjc99ZH7SKDZcDMfmyH?usp=sharing

For all press enquiries: Sandy Kirkby 07770 856 253 producer@b-side.org.uk
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